Find: Vickie Lee Roach.
THE AUSTRALIAN CONSTITUTION: ITS STORY AND HOW IT WORKS

Question: Why was Vickie unable to vote? What did she do
to challenge the law stopping her from voting?

The Australian Constitution is the bedrock of our society. Since
1901 it has underpinned our story of nation building through a
world history that lurched between war and peace.
The Constitution has been a remarkably successful rule book.
It guides us daily as citizens in our communities so we can get
on with our lives in a safe and stable system of government.

The voting population wanted to pioneer rights such as a fair go
in a free and just society. At this time Aborigines and most women
did not have the vote. The writers of the Constitution wanted to
entrench foundation principles that would ensure the branches
of Government had checks and balances to limit their powers.

We were fortunate to get a Constitution that can evolve and
change to meet the needs of a progressing country. And
alterations can only happen through a vote by all the people.
Yet research suggests many Australians today don’t understand
the importance of our Constitution. We hope our Exhibition shows
you how the Constitution works and that it is a national treasure.

Your thoughts: Would you fight for your right to vote?

Before the Constitution came into being, a group of six separate
British colonies had to agree to unite. Colonial parliaments had
to feel comfortable that they retained enough of their powers.

Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people
should be aware that this
exhibition contains
images, voices and names
of deceased persons.

Find: This image.
THE AUSTRALIAN CONSTITUTION: ITS STORY AND HOW IT WORKS

Question: Why was Robert Tait sentenced to death? How
did he avoid execution?

The Australian Constitution is the bedrock of our society. Since
1901 it has underpinned our story of nation building through a
world history that lurched between war and peace.
The Constitution has been a remarkably successful rule book.
It guides us daily as citizens in our communities so we can get
on with our lives in a safe and stable system of government.

The voting population wanted to pioneer rights such as a fair go
in a free and just society. At this time Aborigines and most women
did not have the vote. The writers of the Constitution wanted to
entrench foundation principles that would ensure the branches
of Government had checks and balances to limit their powers.

We were fortunate to get a Constitution that can evolve and
change to meet the needs of a progressing country. And
alterations can only happen through a vote by all the people.
Yet research suggests many Australians today don’t understand
the importance of our Constitution. We hope our Exhibition shows
you how the Constitution works and that it is a national treasure.

Your voice: How does the rule of law protect the Australian
people?

Before the Constitution came into being, a group of six separate
British colonies had to agree to unite. Colonial parliaments had
to feel comfortable that they retained enough of their powers.

Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people
should be aware that this
exhibition contains
images, voices and names
of deceased persons.

Find: The name of the current Chief Justice of the High
THECourt
AUSTRALIAN
CONSTITUTION: ITS STORY AND HOW IT WORKS
of Australia.
The Australian Constitution is the bedrock of our society. Since
1901 it has underpinned our story of nation building through a
world history that lurched between war and peace.

The voting population wanted to pioneer rights such as a fair go
in a free and just society. At this time Aborigines and most women
did not have the vote. The writers of the Constitution wanted to
entrench foundation principles that would ensure the branches
of Government had checks and balances to limit their powers.

Question: What is significant about the role of the Chief
Justice of the High Court?

The Constitution has been a remarkably successful rule book.
It guides us daily as citizens in our communities so we can get
on with our lives in a safe and stable system of government.

Before the Constitution came into being, a group of six separate
British colonies had to agree to unite. Colonial parliaments had
to feel comfortable that they retained enough of their powers.

We were fortunate to get a Constitution that can evolve and
change to meet the needs of a progressing country. And
alterations can only happen through a vote by all the people.
Yet research suggests many Australians today don’t understand
the importance of our Constitution. We hope our Exhibition shows
you how the Constitution works and that it is a national treasure.

Your voice: Why is it necessary for the High Court to be
independent of the Government?

Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people
should be aware that this
exhibition contains
images, voices and names
of deceased persons.

Find: This cartoon.
THE AUSTRALIAN CONSTITUTION: ITS STORY AND HOW IT WORKS

Question: What is federalism?

The Australian Constitution is the bedrock of our society. Since
1901 it has underpinned our story of nation building through a
world history that lurched between war and peace.
The Constitution has been a remarkably successful rule book.
It guides us daily as citizens in our communities so we can get
on with our lives in a safe and stable system of government.

The voting population wanted to pioneer rights such as a fair go
in a free and just society. At this time Aborigines and most women
did not have the vote. The writers of the Constitution wanted to
entrench foundation principles that would ensure the branches
of Government had checks and balances to limit their powers.

Your voice: What is the advantage of having a state
or territory government as well as a national Federal
Government?

Before the Constitution came into being, a group of six separate
British colonies had to agree to unite. Colonial parliaments had
to feel comfortable that they retained enough of their powers.

Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people
should be aware that this
exhibition contains
images, voices and names
of deceased persons.

We were fortunate to get a Constitution that can evolve and
change to meet the needs of a progressing country. And
alterations can only happen through a vote by all the people.
Yet research suggests many Australians today don’t understand
the importance of our Constitution. We hope our Exhibition shows
you how the Constitution works and that it is a national treasure.

Find: The document that created Australia as a nation.
THE AUSTRALIAN CONSTITUTION: ITS STORY AND HOW IT WORKS

Question: When was it signed? When did it come into
effect?

The Australian Constitution is the bedrock of our society. Since
1901 it has underpinned our story of nation building through a
world history that lurched between war and peace.
The Constitution has been a remarkably successful rule book.
It guides us daily as citizens in our communities so we can get
on with our lives in a safe and stable system of government.

The voting population wanted to pioneer rights such as a fair go
in a free and just society. At this time Aborigines and most women
did not have the vote. The writers of the Constitution wanted to
entrench foundation principles that would ensure the branches
of Government had checks and balances to limit their powers.

We were fortunate to get a Constitution that can evolve and
change to meet the needs of a progressing country. And
alterations can only happen through a vote by all the people.
Yet research suggests many Australians today don’t understand
the importance of our Constitution. We hope our Exhibition shows
you how the Constitution works and that it is a national treasure.

Your voice: What images would you choose to express your
national identity?

Before the Constitution came into being, a group of six separate
British colonies had to agree to unite. Colonial parliaments had
to feel comfortable that they retained enough of their powers.

Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people
should be aware that this
exhibition contains
images, voices and names
of deceased persons.

Find: Eddie Mabo.
THE AUSTRALIAN CONSTITUTION: ITS STORY AND HOW IT WORKS

Question: How many years of common law were overturned
when the High Court of Australia declared the Meriam
people were entitled to native title?

The Australian Constitution is the bedrock of our society. Since
1901 it has underpinned our story of nation building through a
world history that lurched between war and peace.
The Constitution has been a remarkably successful rule book.
It guides us daily as citizens in our communities so we can get
on with our lives in a safe and stable system of government.

Before the Constitution came into being, a group of six separate
British colonies had to agree to unite. Colonial parliaments had
to feel comfortable that they retained enough of their powers.

The voting population wanted to pioneer rights such as a fair go
in a free and just society. At this time Aborigines and most women
did not have the vote. The writers of the Constitution wanted to
entrench foundation principles that would ensure the branches
of Government had checks and balances to limit their powers.

We were fortunate to get a Constitution that can evolve and
change to meet the needs of a progressing country. And
alterations can only happen through a vote by all the people.
Yet research suggests many Australians today don’t understand
the importance of our Constitution. We hope our Exhibition shows
you how the Constitution works and that it is a national treasure.

Your voice: What rights are important to you?

Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people
should be aware that this
exhibition contains
images, voices and names
of deceased persons.

